Chapter 1 Data Sheet: Contamination

Contamination source: _____________________________________________

Incubation time: _______ days

Incubation temperature: _________

1. Take a picture of your plate; print out and include this photo 
2. Count the total number of colonies on your agar plate: ________________

3. Choose 4 different-looking colonies and describe them (use diagram below for terms): 

	Colony #
Color

Shape: 

Size:

Profile/elevation
Margin



	1



	2



	3



	4




4. On your photo, label each colony (1,2,3,4)
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Bacterial Colony Morphology. Figure 5.10a
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Questions for review

1. What is contamination? 

2. Hypothesis: Which of the sites that were tested for contamination do you expect to be the most contaminated? Why do you think so?
3. In actuality, which sites were most contaminated? What does this tell you about the most likely sources of contamination?

4. How can you tell if a sterile agar plate is contaminated?  

5. How can you tell if a sterile liquid medium is contaminated? 

6. What are some specific things you can do to avoid contamination? 

7. How did your contamination plate look differently after 1 week of incubation? 

